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to-day the Steward of my drawing room. Let
all the people know this. Whoever is without
means in my territories may come and ask me,
I hold it as my business to find him employment
and give him food. It is unnecessary for any one
to take the roundabout course that Mathias has
chosen for receiving help from me. Upright
men will receive from me honour and promotion
as Yusuf Khan has done". With this, the Court
was dismissed.
The people went to their homes talking
variously. Some questioned whether Mathias
could have made so much fuss merely to get a
job from the King. Yusuf never boggled about
injustice. Since he incurred heavy loss in his
own business last time, he had given up all
thought of right and wrong. Others said that,
when all was said and done, the Shah was bound
to show some favour to a man of his own religion.
Who could know the depth of man's heart and
who knows what might or might not have been
done to enable Yusuf to change the papers ?
Mathias himself was dejected beyond words.
The Shah had never been unjust and had never
done harm to the innocent. Such a King had
taken so severe a view of him. This was his
misfortune. Fazl Beig was proud that his decision